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1777: The Battle of the Millennium 
  

  

    Where:  Pennswood Village 

 When:  Monday, 2/27/23 

 Time:  10am - 12pm  

Cost:   $59.00 per person Limit:  no limit  

Course Code: RCEGN 8896 CPV1  

Instructor: Ryan Shafik 

   

 

About the class:  

Often ignored in popular culture and barely explored in America’s education system, this 

lecture discusses one of the most critical events not only in American History, but in World 

History. 

 

Ryan Shafik has a degree in History and is a researcher who focuses on the American 

Revolution era.  Over his life, Ryan has written papers, developed lectures, visited historical 

sites, and examined countless primary and secondary sources pertaining to this period in 

American History.  

 

 

 

  

Please register directly with the Continuing Education Department of 

Bucks County Community College by phone: 215-968-8409, or 

 online at www.bucks.edu/con-ed  

You may also bring your registration form and payment to Sally Marrington of Pennswood Village. 

 

BCCC ●   Cottage 3   ●   275 Swamp Road ●   Newtown, PA 18940 

Spring 2023 Courses at         

Pennswood Village   

  
 

 

 

The Continuing Education Department of Bucks County Community College brings non-credit courses on-
site to the residents of Pennswood Village 
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Apollo XI 
  

  

    Where:  Pennswood Village Game Room  

 When:  6 Wednesdays, 2/1/23 - 3/8/23 

 Time:     3:30pm – 5:30pm  

Cost:   $99.00 per person Limit:  no limit  

Course Code: RCEGN 8883 CPV1  

Instructor: David Costello 

   

 

About the class:  

From July 16 to 24, Apollo XI changed history. For the first time, mankind stepped on the 

ground of something other than Earth. This class will cover all the events that led up to Buzz 

and Neil landing on the moon, and their safe return. From mission control to stations from all 

over the world, Apollo XI was in capable hands. I want to show how many hands were 

involved, the tremendous risk involved, and the monumental achievement that was made on 

those days. This will be a deep dive in the entire mission. 

 

David Costello is Senior Finance Manager with over 30 years of Finance and Accounting 

Experience.  He has earned an MBA from Villanova University and an MA from Arcadia 

University, with a special emphasis in Shakespeare studies.  He has been an adjunct professor 

for almost 12 years and considers teaching to be his favorite profession.  He has taught classes 

ranging from Statistics and Economics to Hamlet and the Fall of Lehman Brothers.  He has a 

passion for baseball, The Beatles, Shakespeare, Shakespeare Studies, and the Civil War. 

 
Please register directly with the Continuing Education Department of 

Bucks County Community College by phone: 215-968-8409, or 

 online at www.bucks.edu/con-ed  

You may also bring your registration form and payment to Sally Marrington of Pennswood Village. 
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Pennswood Village   

  
 

 

 

The Continuing Education Department of Bucks County Community College brings non-credit courses on-
site to the residents of Pennswood Village 
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The Art of Hitchcock 
   

    Where:  Pennswood Village  

 When:  6 Wednesdays, 3/15 – 4/19 

 Time:  10am – 12pm 

Cost:   $89 per person Limit: no limit  

Course Code: RCEGN 8714 CPV1  

Instructor: Luke Poling  

   

About the class:  

Filmmakers refer to Alfred Hitchcock as “The Master.” Why? Beginning in 1927, Hitchcock 

explored the same themes and ideas in every film he made:  love, sexuality, murder, and 

marriage. Hitchcock’s fingerprints are all over every single one of his films.  We’ll delve into the 

technical side of his filmmaking, which grew alongside Hitchcock’s skill as a storyteller. 
 

 

 

 Luke Poling co-wrote & directed the feature-length documentary Plimpton! Starring George 

Plimpton as Himself, which played theatrically nationwide before airing on PBS’ American 

Masters. The film was a critic’s pick by The New York Times and received an “A” from 

Entertainment Weekly. Spearhunter, a short film he co-wrote & directed debuted at SXSW. He 

is the co-creator of the popular web series My First Time for The Paris Review. His commercial 

work includes projects for TripAdvisor, Little Brown and Cyberreason, where he co-directed 

and wrote a feature documentary about the state of cyber security.  

 

Please register directly with the Continuing Education Department of 

Bucks County Community College by phone: 215-968-8409, or  

online at www.bucks.edu/con-ed  

 

You may also bring your registration form and payment to Sally Marrington of Pennswood Village. 
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the residents of the Pennswood Village.  

   

Introduction to Drawing 

       

     Where:  Pennswood Village                                  

      When:    6 Mondays, 2/6 – 3/13 

        Time:     10am – 12pm   

  Cost:      $179 per person   Limit: 15    

      Course Code: RFNRT 8066 CPV1       

      Instructor: Norman F. Simms, MFA 

 

    About the class:  

You will learn how to recognize types of edges, lines, and angles; how to recognize proportion and 

perspective; how to render light, shadow, and highlights using gradations of tone; and how to be 

creative 

 

Norman F. Simms, MFA  
Norman F. Simms was born in Washington, DC in 1956.  After graduating from Art Instructions Schools, he pursued a 

passion for fine arts at Murray State University.  He graduated from the Washington School for Drafting Technology, 

the Center for Degree Studies with an associate degree in Electrical Engineering Technology, the University of 

Maryland with a Bachelor’s Degree in Information Systems, and the Academy of Art with a Master’s Degree in Fine 

Arts. 

  

He creates dynamic paintings and drawings of various medium.  He has exhibited his artworks regionally in 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York City.  He has received the “Palmer Award for Excellence” at the Trenton City 

Museum at Ellarslie for his oil painting, “The Artist and his Model”.  His pastel paintings, “Butterfly Dance”, 

“Reflection”, and “Blossom”, have been featured in “The Best of America Pastel Artists Volume II”.  His oil painting, 

“The Artist and his Model”, has also been published in the book, “Important World Artists Vol. I, A World of Art”. 

 

Norman is a member of the national fine arts organizations, Portrait Society of America, The Pastel Society of America, 

and Oil Painters of America.  He is also a member of the local art organizations, Artsbridge, Artists of Yardley, and 

Artists of Bristol.  

 

He lives in Fairless Hills, PA, teaching group and private art lessons.  He has also published two books, Portrait and 

Nude Painting & Philosophies, and Interview between the Jackass and the Artist.  He is currently working on several 

books on the subject matters of portraiture, expressions in art, and technique and practices in fine arts. 

 

Please register directly with the Continuing Education Department of 

Bucks County Community College by phone: 215-968-8409 or online at  www.bucks.edu/con-ed  

You may also bring your registration form and payment to Sally Marrington of Pennswood Village. 
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the residents of the Pennswood Village.  

   

Learning to Paint Still Life and Landscapes 
       

     Where:  Pennswood Village                                  

      When:    6 Mondays, 3/27 – 5/1 

        Time:     10am – 12pm   

  Cost:      $179 per person   Limit: 15    

      Course Code: RFNRT 8065 CPV1     

      Instructor: Norman F. Simms, MFA 

 
  

 

About the class:  

You will gain a working knowledge of the components for creating great fine art (line, shape, color, 

perspective, proportion, volume, and composition). You will be introduced to various painting styles and 

techniques used to help you be creative and understand how to express feelings and ideas visually. 

 
Norman F. Simms, MFA  
Norman F. Simms was born in Washington, DC in 1956.  After graduating from Art Instructions Schools, he pursued a 

passion for fine arts at Murray State University.  He graduated from the Washington School for Drafting Technology, 

the Center for Degree Studies with an Associate’s Degree in Electrical Engineering Technology, the University of 

Maryland with a Bachelor’s Degree in Information Systems, and the Academy of Art with a Masters Degree in Fine Arts. 

  

He creates dynamic paintings and drawings of various medium.  He has exhibited his artworks regionally in 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York City.  He has received the “Palmer Award for Excellence” at the Trenton City 

Museum at Ellarslie for his oil painting, “The Artist and his Model”.  His pastel paintings, “Butterfly Dance”, 

“Reflection”, and “Blossom”, have been featured in “The Best of America Pastel Artists Volume II”.  His oil painting, 

“The Artist and his Model”, has also been published in the book, “Important World Artists Vol. I, A World of Art”. 

 

Norman is a member of the national fine arts organizations, Portrait Society of America, The Pastel Society of America, 

and Oil Painters of America.  He is also a member of the local art organizations, Artsbridge, Artists of Yardley, and 

Artists of Bristol.  

 

He lives in Fairless Hills, PA, teaching group and private art lessons.  He has also published two books, Portrait and 

Nude Painting & Philosophies, and Interview between the Jackass and the Artist.  He is currently working on several 

books on the subject matters of portraiture, expressions in art, and technique and practices in fine arts. 

 

Please register directly with the Continuing Education Department of 

Bucks County Community College by phone: 215-968-8409 or online at  www.bucks.edu/con-ed  

You may also bring your registration form and payment to Sally Marrington of Pennswood Village. 

   

 BCCC ●   Cottage 3   ●   275 Swamp Road   ●   Newtown, PA 18940  

Spring 2023 Courses at 
          

Pe n ns w oo d  V ill a ge 
  

  
 The Continuing Education Department of Bucks County Community College brings non - credit courses on site to  

 



Memoir Writing Workshop  

Where:    Pennswood Village   

When:     6 Tuesdays, 2/7 – 3/21 (no class 2/21) 

Time:       3:30pm – 5:30pm 

Cost:       $99.00 per person Limit: no limit  

Course Code: RCEGN 8876 CPV1 

Instructor: Jennifer Nelson  

   

About the class:   

Have you ever wanted to capture your life experiences?  The goal in this memoir writing 

workshop is to depict your life experiences in six short true stories for those who will 

survive you—and for you to reflect on highlights of your life. Remember you are writing 

not for publication, but to set the record straight, which should liberate you to honestly 

explore your life choices and experiences. 

Jennifer Nelson runs Your Stories, a memoir writing company in Bucks County, and 

teaches memoir writing.  As founder of Your Stories, she helps clients preserve their 

stories, creating keepsake books and legacy letters. She teaches memoir writing at 

Delaware Valley University and Bucks County Community College. 

For more than 15 years, Jennifer taught French in public and private high schools. Based 

on the urging of her good friend Peggy, she wrote stories about the challenges and joys 

of working with adolescents. These stories became the basis of her non-fiction book 

Waiting for the Bell. The book will be published by She Writes Press in 2023. 

Prior to teaching, Jennifer worked for many years as a journalist for such companies as 

Bloomberg, McGraw-Hill, the Home News, the Riverdale Press, and NJBiz. She has an 

MFA in creative writing from Vermont College of Fine Arts, a MS in journalism from 

Columbia University, and a BA in English from the University of California, Berkeley. 

Please register directly with the Continuing Education Department of 

Bucks County Community College by phone: 215-968-8409 or online at 

www.bucks.edu/con-ed  
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The Continuing Education Department of Bucks County Community College brings non-credit 
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America in the Second World War: 

The Making of the World 
   

    Where:  Pennswood Village  

 When:  5 Tuesdays, 1/31 – 2/28 

 Time:  3:30pm-5:30pm 

Cost:   $89 per person Limit: no limit  

Course Code: RCEGN 8899 CPV1 

Instructor: Michael Fischer  

   

About the class:  

A look at the historical foreign and domestic context of American involvement in the Second 

World War. Topics to be discussed and addressed include the historical relationship between 

the United States and the other powers that would take part in the conflict, the American path 

to military power and the development of the modern American military, the path that led the 

world (and the United States) to war between 1919 and 1939, the domestic mobilization of 

man and womanpower that contributed to American victory, and the legacies of the Second 

World War that shaped the world today. 
 

 

 Michael Fischer Michael is a doctoral candidate in diplomatic history at Temple University. His 

dissertation, entitled “Corporate Invasion: Nonstate Actors, the Wilson Administration, and 

the Russian Revolution,” looks at the role of American bankers, business executives, and other 

private-sector leaders in the decision to invade Russia during their revolution and civil war in 

1918. He teaches widely in American and European history, focusing on foreign policy, 

diplomacy, and military history of the twentieth century. 

Please register directly with the Continuing Education Department of 

Bucks County Community College by phone: 215-968-8409, or  

online at www.bucks.edu/con-ed  

 

You may also bring your registration form and payment to Sally Marrington of Pennswood Village 
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The Continuing Education Department of Bucks County Community College brings 
non-credit courses on-site to the residents of Pennswood Village. 

 


